
WINDOWS SEARCH FEATURE

Safe search
Sometimes web search results may show 
content that is not suitable for a younger 
audience.  To select the search filter that is 
appropriate for you go to Settings > 
Cortana > Permissions and History and 
select a filter under SafeSearch.

If you need to search for anything on your Windows 10 PC, the 
taskbar search bar is the place to do it.  You can still hit the Start 
button (or Start key on your keyboard) and start typing if you used to 
do that to search in previous versions of Windows.

Search history
Search History can help to provide better 
search results.  It can be turned off, just 
like the Device History.  Go to Settings > 
Permissions and History and use the toggle 
to turn it off.  If you click Search History 
Settings a browser window opens showing 
the history.

SEARCH SETTINGS AND TOOLS

Cloud Search
Cloud search allows you to suppress cloud 
content on search results.  Under Cloud 
Search, there is a toggle “Windows Cloud 
Search”.  This option manages whether 
Cortana shows cloud content in a Windows 
Search.

Device History
This setting allows for improvement of on-
device search results, whether you are 
using an app, settings or another search 
from any signed-on device.  If you prefer 
that Windows does not record on-device 
search history, you can switch this option 
off in Settings > Permissions and History

In addition to files and folders, you can 
search for web results and apps.  
When you first click in the search box 
you will see five tabs along the top of 
the dialog box that lets you choose 
what to search for.  If you don’t click 
one of these, the search function is 
smart enough to return “all” results.

Search results are displayed in sections (best match, apps, folders 
etc.) so that you know what you are looking at.  Apps will be 
displayed with their icon next to them, folders will have a folder 
icon and images will be shown as small thumbnails within he 
search results panel.

You can further filter the results that have appeared after you 
search by clicking on the small arrow at the top of the results 
panel.  This lets you filter by any of the possible, even music or 
video.  Suggested search results can be previewed by clicking the 
right facing arrow next to them.
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